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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1787 
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TAGS: WHO, UN, KS, KN, MY 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA- ROK SPECIAL 
ENVOY 

REF: STATE 077672 

1 . IN RESPONSE REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION GOM' S POSITION 
AS PER REFTEL, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY ( UN AFFAIRS) 
ANTHONY YEO TODAY INFORMED EMBOFF GOM INTENDS TO OPPOSE 
ROK RESOLUTION TO DEFER CONSIDERATION NORTH KOREA' S 
APPLICATION SLR WHO MEMBERSHIP AT UPCOMING WHA. HE EX- 
PLAINED THAT GOM CONSIDERED IT LEGITIMATE TOPIC FOR WHA 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. ON NORTH KOREAN APPLICATION FOR WHO MEMBERSHIP, YEO 
STATED GOM WOULD ABSTAIN IF MALAYSIAN- PYONGYANG TIES HAD 
NOT BEEN CONSUMMATED, BUT SUPPORT IF RELATIONS HAD BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. GOM, HE SAID, CONSIDERED MEMBERSHIP IN WHO 

A TECHNICAL QUESTION AND, THEREFORE, BELIEVED THAT ITS 
SUPPORT OF NORTH KOREA' S APPLICATION WOULD NOT CONSTITUTE A 
POLITICAL BIAS BETWEEN SEOUL AND PYONGYANG. OUT OF CON- 
SIDERATION FOR ROK, YEO SAID THERE IS PRESSURE IN MFA TO 
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POSTPONE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA UNTIL 
AFTER WHA VOTE. HE ADDED, THAT HE HIMSELF IS STRONGLY 
ADVOCATING SUCH A MOVE. 

3. IN REPLY TO EMBOFF QUESTION, YEO REVEALED THAT GOM HAD 
ALREADY DECIDED TO SUPPORT MOTION TO DEFER KOREAN QUESTION 
AT UPCOMING UNGA. HE EXPLAINED THAT GOM CONSIDERED MEMBER- 
SHIP IN UN A POLITICAL QUESTION AND, THEREFORE, WOULD NOT 
WISH TO TAKE SIDES ON THAT ISSUE. 

4. THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION YEO ADOPTED VERY DEFENSIVE 
ATTITUDE IN EXPLAINING THAT GOM' S DECISION TO RECOGNIZE 
NORTH KOREA NOT DESIGNED IN ANY WAY TO ADVERSELY AFFECT 
ROK' S INTEREST. ON THE CONTRARY, HE ARGUED, GOM HOPED TO 
ASSIST ROK BY BEINGIN BETTER POSITION TO INFLUENCE PYONGYANG. 

HE MAINTAINED TIS POSITION IN THE FACE OF EMBOFF’ S ARGU- 
MENT THAT GOM RECOGNITION NORTH KOREA LIKELY TO RENDER LATTER 
MORE INTRANSIGENT IN NORTH- SOUTH KOREA DIALOGUE. 
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